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BETWEEN FREEDOM AND CONTROL: THE DEVELOPMENT OF PUBLIC
OPINION LAWS IN SERBIA (1873-1890)

Summary: This paper examines the development of laws regulating public opinion in
Serbia between 1873 and 1890, focusing on legislation concerning the press, public assemblies,
and associations. The working hypothesis suggests that the legal framework was subject to
cyclical shifts between liberalization and repression, driven by political interests. Through the
analysis of key laws and their amendments, combined with the historical context and the role
of leading political actors, it is established that freedoms were expanded when the government
sought legitimacy and curtailed when it perceived threats to regime stability. The paper high-
lights mechanisms of legal and extralegal control over public opinion, as well as the influence
of international factors on domestic legislation.
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